A central effort of this project has been to get The Aiirials of TlioracicSzrr-geiy online. Beginning in November 1996, and from now on, the current issue of The Aizrzals will be placed on the website the same day the print version is mailed. As you read this editorial, all twelve issues for 1996 are posted, and soon the volumes for the past five years will be available. Every monthly issue is a faithful reproduction of the printed version, including full text and illustrations for each article. In addition, there are convenient hyperlinks to further identify authors, and to track cited references to their original sources through Medline.
But the main purpose of this editorial is not to recount the achievements of the STS. The above is history, and in the age of the Internet, ancient history. The ideas now in the planning stage are much more comprehensive and exciting.
The goal is to unite all the cardiothoracic surgeons of the world into one cohesive body, intellectually, educationally and socially, and the medium that can make this possible is the Internet. Ourconcept is to haveone website, identified as cardiothoracic surgery. On this site, any cardiothoracic surgeon in the world will find an array of home pages for every organization in every country. Cross-linking of databases will make it possible in an instant to learn more about a colleague on the other side of the world, to consolidate data on practice patterns and outcomes, and to conduct research on any topic on a global basis.
Again, central to this effort will be to provide website access to all of the cardiothoracic journals. Think of the possibilities: with one or two keystrokes to access full text articles on any subject from all the cardiothoracic journals around the world! The Asian Cardiovascular & Tlzoracic Aiirzalx, serving as it does the countries of the vast Pacific rim and the whole of Asia, will be a key team player in this project. Prof. Hitoshi Koyanagi, current Editor-in-Chief, Prof. Cho Bum Koo, who will take over the role shortly, and Mr. Frank Tamru, Publisher, have already offered their strong support of the concept, and we look forward to working with them.
The above goals will not come easily. There is much work to do, and many problems to solve. But with STS track record of last year as a template, and the enthusiasm we have seen generated from every quarter of the globe to spur us on, we are sure it will happen, and sooner rather than later. 
